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TECHCAMP KOCHI 2022

The Centre for Public Policy Research (CPPR), Kochi with the support from the U.S.  Consulate 
General in Chennai, facilitated a TechCamp in Kochi, Kerala from 19th May to 21st May, 2022. The 
three-day Camp tackled emerging oceanic environmental issues such as Desalination, Smart Maritime 
Supply Chains, Power-free Solutions, Regulation of Consumption, Inland Waste Management and 
Marine Pollution. It convened 7 international and local experts with 50 participants to undergo 
comprehensive innovation and technology-based training via expert presentations, interactive 
sessions and group discussions. Throughout the three days, the trainers took up a collaborative and 
multifaceted approach to enhance awareness about ocean health and sustainability working towards 
achieving the objectives of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)-14 which calls to ‘conserve and 
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources.’

DATE
VENUE

19th - 21st May, 2022
Le Meridien, Kochi
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DAY -1
19th May 2022

Scott Hartman, Cultural Affairs Officer, U.S. Consulate, Chennai and Dr. Dhanuraj, Chairman, CPPR, 
Kochi welcomed the gathering. Dr. Vijay Sakhuja, Hon. Distinguished Fellow, CPPR addressed the 
cohort on Indian Marine Legacy and Issues. After which, the aim behind TechCamp Kochi 2022 
was explained to the entire gathering by Jenny Beth Aloys and Manny Pereira, Program Managers, 
TechCamp. The  speakers also introduced the major challenges in fields such as: Preventing Marine 
Litter and Pollution, Economic Challenges to Sustainable Solutions, Coastlines and Communities as 
well as Communicating Data with Stakeholders. To the aforementioned challenge, the participants 
had to present solutions and ways to tackle them. 

Scott Hartman, Cultural Affairs Officer, U.S. Consulate 
General, Chennai kicking off TechCamp Kochi 2022.

Jenny Aloys & Manny Pereira, 
Program Managers, TechCamp 
Global present the agenda for 
TechCamp Kochi.

Dr. Dhanuraj, Chairman, CPPR, Kochi welcoming the 
gathering.

Dr. Vijay Sakhuja, Hon. 
Distinguished Fellow, CPPR 
addressing the cohort on Indian 
Marine Legacy and Issues.

Participants at TechCamp Kochi 
2022.
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Kate Furby, Media producer and Science Journalist at 
Tiny Beaker Media
Kate Furby is a writer, producer and host, specializing 
in science journalism and stories for impact. She’s 
National Geographic Emerging Explorer and the 
founder of Tiny Beaker Media. She has a PhD from 
Scripps Oceanography in marine biology, specializing 
in coral reefs and climate change. 

Kelton McMahon, Associate Professor at University of 
Rhode Island’s Graduate School of Oceanography
Dr. Kelton McMahon is an Associate Professor 
in the University of Rhode Island’s Graduate 
School of Oceanography where runs the Ocean 
Ecogeochemistry lab. He and his lab developed 
a mechanistic understanding of how consumer-
resource relationships build the food web 
architecture that supports ecosystem structure, 
function, and resilience, and how climate change 
and human-environment interactions (e.g., 
overfishing, eutrophication) alter those relationships. 
His approach draws upon expertise in ecology, 
oceanography, biochemistry, and geochemistry. 

Lydiah Wanjiru, GIS Specialist in Kenya
Lydiah Wanjiru is a member of Geospatial Society 
of Kenya with over 10 years of experience as a 
consultant in a wide range of projects, in multi-
disciplinary settings, and in various capacities: 
as a GIS technician, GIS analyst, GIS database 
administrator, GIS /Remote Sensing Trainer.
Lydiah has worked on several projects for clients 
in both the public and private sector, and she has 
extensive experience delivering technically-sound 
Geospatial solutions that are fit-for-purpose. 

Dr. R Venkatesan, Adjunct Professor at University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth
Venkatesan (Venkat) served as a Senior Scientist  and 
Program Director at the National Institute of Ocean 
Technology, Ministry of Earth Sciences Chennai and 
served under the UNEP Regional Seas Programme 
in Sri Lanka. He is currently Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth USA and as a  
Fulbright Awardee and Chartered Marine Technologist 
by MTS USA & IMarEST UK.  He worked with Indo US 
programme as a PI for 2 progarmmes - RAMA and 
Monsoonal studies. 

Trainer Biographies
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Margot Stiles, CEO at Stilesworks
Margot Liang Stiles is a marine biologist with 20 years 
of global experience in community resilience, climate 
change and natural resource conservation. She is 
currently the Principal for Stilesworks consulting and 
serves as a board member for West Virginia Rivers, a 
statewide freshwater conservation group. Ms. Stiles 
previously served as Chief of Strategy for Oceana 
and Program Director for Global Fishing Watch, with 
substantial time working with governments in Latin 
America and the Asia Pacific. She mentors emerging 
leaders and specializes in capacity-building and in 
supporting rapidly growing teams. 

Dilnawaz Khan, Founder at Power Deck
Dilnawaz is a startup founder and pitching 
professional. He has trained more than 10,000 
entrepreneurs on pitching and pitch decks in last 4 
years of starting his company ‘Power Deck’. He has 
previously worked with CIIE (Incubator at IIM A) and 
Unitus Venture (Impact Fund). He is also a subject 
matter expert on Lean Startups, Entrepreneurship, 
Investor Pitching & Startup Fundraising.

Samdy Lonh, Freelance ICT Consultant
Lonh Samdy is currently a Senior Consultant at 
DeCons Research & Development Co., Ltd. in the field 
of ICT4D from Cambodia. He has been in this field 
for more than 15 years. His previous roles included 
database designer, software programmer, web 
developer, trainer, project manager, and consultant. 
His regional professional experiences include 
Cambodia, Vietnam, and Malaysia. He enjoys working, 
volunteering, and contributing to the open-source 
tech community.

The speed geeking sessions were held soon after and the idea behind the same  was introduced 
to the participants by Jenny Beth Aloys and Manny Pereira, wherein each group would sat for a 
roundtable with a trainer, and discussed pertinent issues with respect to each trainer’s presentation 
topic. In the speed geeking sessions, the trainers could pitch in their topic of expertise and interest. 
The participants chose three topics of their interest in order to join the interactive sessions that were 
conducted across the three days. 
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Sr No. Name of the Trainer Topic addressed

1  Kelton McMahon Coproduction of knowledge: Linking communities and the 
ocean to promote healthy, sustainable human-environment 
interactions. The relationship between humans and the 
environment is long, complex, and ever-evolving. As our 
population grows, our needs increase, and our technology 
advances, so does the pressure we place on our oceans, 
and in turn, the goods and services they provide us. There 
is a growing need to understand the structure, function, 
resilience, and adaptation of coupled social-environmental 
systems to better predict system responses to current and 
emerging ocean challenges, such as overfishing, coastal 
pollution, and climate change. This session discussed 
the coastal fisheries and ecosystem health as a model 
framework for thinking about the challenges coastal 
socio-environmental systems face from changing human-
environment interactions and the solutions needed to better 
management and preserve these critical relationships. 
The session highlighted the importance of coproduction 
of knowledge as a dynamic interaction among society, 
technology, and academia, that recognizes the multiple ways 
of knowing and doing. Through engaging diverse types of 
expertise held by local community members, policy makers, 
scientists, entrepreneurs, and technicians, coproduction of 
knowledge builds towards sustainability through iterative 
and collaborative processes to address the complex nature 
of contemporary sustainability challenges. In this context, 
the goals, approaches, data, and tradeoff considerations 
needed to develop sustainable coastal ecosystem-based 
management, using coastal marine protected areas as a 
case study were discussed.

2 Kate Furby Story Impact Lab: an interactive workshop to transform your 
communications: The stories we tell have powerful potential 
to make change and connect people. Sometimes the 
important messages about our work can get lost in the weeds. 
This course provided a road map for effective, meaningful 
storytelling. It was  short, fun course in transforming science 
and technical communications into stories and digital media 
covering the ingredients of captivating stories for science 
and business. It also reviewed different strategies of effective 
media, especially video and social media and how to have 
better in-person networking interactions and how to reach 
the right audiences online. Suitable for any level; group work 
exercises were also included. Dr. Kate Furby is a scientist 
turned journalist and filmmaker. She shared a bit about her 
journey across careers and then dived into how to create 
engaging and meaningful stories.
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3 Margot Stiles Train your AI sidekick to map human activity and empower 
communities with data. Human activity at sea is often 
invisible because it is spread out over large distances, takes 
place at night or is intentionally hidden. This makes it hard to 
understand and solve complex challenges for a sustainable 
and equitable blue economy. This session explored case 
studies illustrating how to combine human and artificial 
intelligence(AI) to map fishing, shipping and other vessel-
based activities. For example, AI has been applied to map 
unregulated fisheries, defend coastal areas from intruders, 
predict climate change impacts and detect labor violations 
on distant-water fishing vessels. Participants were trained to 
recognize situations where AI can and cannot be helpful and 
know where to look for data to map human activity at sea.

4 Dr. R Venkatesan Ocean Data and Marine Pollution: Humanity’s future is in 
the oceans as they are the key planetary systems that affect 
us. It is unequivocal that human influence has warmed the 
atmosphere, ocean and land.  Ocean data have contributed 
strongly to our understanding of climate and underpin a 
number of the findings in the IPCC AR6 report. Since 1980, 
sea surface temperature has increased by 0.6 degree celsius, 
contributing to an excess of ocean heat content. Marine heat 
waves have roughly doubled in frequency and have become 
more intense, and sea level is rising while the Arctic ice caps 
are decreasing . Marine pollution as well as atmospheric 
pollutants above the ocean are being noticed as another 
major threat to mankind. The session focussed on marine 
pollution, global efforts,ocean data analysis, among others.

5 Dilnawaz Khan How to create an Investor - Ready Pitch Deck (& Pitching 
Best Practice): 99% of startups fail and one of the top reasons 
for startup failure is running out of cash. Still less than .05% 
of startups are able to raise any kind of institutional funding. 
The reason for this is that startups are not able to convince 
investors about their idea/business. This session focussed 
on: 
- the basics of storytelling, 
- how to put that story in the deck and 
- how to pitch effectively 
For the startups to convince investors to invest in their 
business, they should have a clarity on the following:
• The intention behind starting the business
• The bigger market opportunity available.
• And finally, What do you want to build.In order to be able 

to convince investors to invest in your business but also 
show why you started this business, why you do care, 
the bigger market opportunity out there and eventually 
what you want to build. 
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6 Lydiah Wanjiru Mapping plastic debris to prevent Marine Pollution using GIS 
& Remote sensing techniques for a sustainable future: Plastic 
pollution on coastal ecosystem has been a major concern in 
the recent years and it has been raised by the participants as 
the major challenge the coastal India is facing. Plastic waste 
often ends up in river bodies and oceans posing a serious 
threat to the marine ecosystem. From a GIS specialist’s 
perspective; to prevent the accumulation of plastic debris 
which end up in the oceans and to effectively address this 
growing challenge in many cities in India, there is a clear 
need for a better understanding of the dumping hotspots, 
and the spread and the path the plastics follow into the 
ocean and how they impact our lives. Geospatial technology 
is a very useful tool for collecting, managing, analyzing, 
and visualizing geospatial data. Incorporating spatial data 
analysis techniques can help in carrying out evidence based 
research which   can be a guide in coming up with solutions 
based on facts on how to prevent plastic spread.

7 Samdy Lonh Mobile App Development: Is mobile app a magic pill for 
solving development issues? Technology has evolved rapidly 
in the last few decades especially in Mobile App and IoT. 
There are a lot of startups in the mobile app space which 
are becoming very successful. Recently, especially post the 
COVID pandemic, there are donors and NGOs of various 
sizes which are moving towards digitalization through 
mobile app space. However, is mobile app becoming a 
magic pill to fix any development issue across the globe? 
Are there successful development projects or government 
funded projects really benefiting from mobile apps? 
These were some of the questions addressed in the session as 
well as any possibility for developing mobile apps in current 
project handled by various organsiations. Participants were 
able to understand more on the technical side of how mobile 
apps are designed,developed and grabbed a detailed insight 
on whether mobile apps really fits into their development 
issue project, and learnt more from mobile app success 
stories of startups and NGOs

Post-lunch, the first interactive session was held between the trainers and the participants. Each 
participant could choose the topic of their interest from the agenda and move to the particular 
breakout room allotted for the trainer, concerned with the specific topic. It is to be duly noted that 
the trainers were sticking to explaining the topic as per the agenda. The participants changed for 
every interactive session, making the responses to the trainers different.

Mr. Kelton McMahon gave a detailed presentation 
on the importance of marine protected areas, 
cultural diversity surrounding the protected 
areas and development of sustainable solutions 
for coastal and marine problems. He also spoke 
in detail how healthier ecosystems can be 
made with the support from the communities. 
By raising a pressing question on how to feed 
nine billion people by 2050, the speaker looked 
at different ways of community involvement, 
especially in understanding the consequences Mr. Kelton McMahon on Coproduction of 

knowledge.
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Ms. Kate Furby started off the interactive session 
by speaking on the importance of building 
narratives and communicating the perspectives. 
Ms. Furby explained to the participants 
the method to build a story. There was due 
emphasis given on elements while creating a 
story, that were: discussion of the background 
and establishing the problem and the climax. 
Different ways to create impact on social media by 
knowing the audience, sharing stories, assessing 
the outcomes were touched upon as well.  The 
trainer interestingly looked at certain words such 
as ‘and’, ‘therefore’, ‘but’ and how they could be 
used in storytelling. The trainer also introduced 

Ms. Margot Stiles gave her presentation on 
the usage of AI and its long term usage in 
the conservation of marine ecosystems. She 
elaborated on how AI could be used to assist 
the government to collect data using the AI. 
According to the speaker, it was essential to 
recognise marine problems using AI. The example 
cited was to detect and identify species that 
are at risk and endangered by tracking vessels 
with the help of AI. Several doubts were raised 
in the session, most of them centred around 
how AI data collection could be used to solve 

Dr. R Venkatesan’s presentation was divided into multiple modules. There were a lot of interesting  
facts mentioned at the beginning and then the speaker delved into further details of other topics 
associated with ocean health and governance. There was a greater emphasis laid on the effects of 
climate change on oceans.  He began by looking into the importance of the ocean in co-existence, 
ocean governance, collection of ocean data and the tools involved, use of real time data, marine 

Ms. Kate Furby on Story Impact Lab.

Ms. Margot Stiles on How to Train AI?

of overfishing. He also cited that in the case of prawn trawling,  80% to 125% of catch is by-catch. 
Towards the end of the presentation, there was an activity hour, during which building of sustainable 
solutions, keeping in mind the resulting externalities, were addressed by the participants along with 
Mr. Kelton. Some of the issues raised by the participants included how data could be made available 
to ensure effective participation on the stakeholders, the long term effects of sand mining, illegal 
dredging and removal of middlemen between traders of fish and ones who are directly involved in 
fishing. 

an enthralling story telling activity for the participants to which they responded very effectively. 
The participants had to keep the story simple, include interesting elements like humour, ensure it is 
concrete and credible and has an emotional connect to it, as explained by Ms. Furby.  Documentaries 
were also shown by the speaker to the participants, in order to get hands-on knowledge on how to 
build narratives on ocean health. One of the participants raised the question whether the words such 
as ‘and’, ‘therefore’, ‘but’ could be manipulated for one’s own advantage to which the speaker replied 
by saying that it depended on the platform, but could be manipulated nevertheless. 

the problem of by-catch/unintentional catch, where there is insufficiency of data. The unethical 
nature and accountability in regard of fast-moving consumer goods were also questioned during the 
discussion hour. The participants also looked at how small and medium sized enterprises could be 
supported by training them on sustainable packaging solutions. 
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Dr. R Venkatesan on Ocean Data and Marine 
Pollution.

Mr. Dilnawaz on How to create an Investor-Ready 
Pitch Deck

Mr. Dilnawaz Khan initiated his presentation by 
specifically mentioning the different pitching ideas 
and decks. He cited that the pitching ideas vary 
depending upon the audience. The pitch is different 
for consumers, investors and products. Moreover, it 
is to be noted that fundraising is a herculean task and 
therefore can take upto 1-2 years of time. There are 
several types of pitches according to Mr. Dilnawaz: 
elevator pitch, short form of pitch and long form of 
pitch. The speaker spoke about the minimum number 
of pitches one should take in before an investor is 
called on board. It is the responsibility of the one who 
pitches to ensure that they create interest among the 
investors. The latter must feel a sense of excitement to 

Ms. Lydiah Wanjiru talked about the inevitability of 
data collection when it comes to tackling plastic 
pollution. Since it is a rampant and all-pervading 
issue, it requires collecting verifiable data which are 
scientifically backed. The key is to mapping different 
types of plastics based on their density, origin, region 
of contamination and source. There are several 
methods to map plastics: through GPS mapping, 
Drone (aerial) mapping, geocoding, crowdsourcing, 
participatory mapping and satellite mapping. She 
also spoke about some examples when it comes 
to mapping channels for plastic pollution as these 
regions would have a larger population density and 
more people means more plastic. The idea is to 

Ms. Lydiah on Mapping Plastic debris to prevent 
Marine Pollution using GIS & Remote sensing 
techniques for a Sustainable Future.

corrosion and formats in ocean data and marine 
pollution and underwater acoustic data. He also 
spoke extensively on utilising science for an 
effective management of marine ecosystems. 
The presentation raised the curiosity of the 
participants that led them to ask queries on the 
accessibility of real time data and purpose of 
acoustic data and items that salvage the marine 
conservation process such as shipwrecks.

work with the team. Pitching is an art of storytelling, the speaker opined. The interactive session was concluded 
by speaking about some of the major obstacles that one comes across while pitching such as, excess time 
taken for presentation, reading data directly from the source such as Powerpoint, giving insufficient details 
about the business model, product pitching instead of investment pitching, usage of too many jargons and 
ending the pitch abruptly. Best pitches are supposed to have ‘success stories’ incorporated into the slides. 

identify plastic hotspots where there is higher usage of plastic. While explaining the nuances of using the 
GSID app (commonly used for analysing GIS data), she pointed out that the main components are data, 
people, methods, and software/hardware. Since, such data is extensively collected, basic understanding of 
remote sensing is also necessary. She further added that it is imperative to collect information in layers, but 
crucial to put it together in a collated format. 
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Mr. Samdy on How mobile app could be used as 
a magic pill for solving development issues.

Jenna Jambeck on Hacking Tracking to Prevent Plastic Pollution.

Post the interactive sessions, a virtual session was conducted by Jenna Jambeck, Distinguished 
Professor, University of Georgia on “Hacking Tracking to Prevent Plastic Pollution”. Professor gave an 
insightful talk on the levels of plastic produced globally, which is estimated at 8.3 billion metric tonnes. 
The speaker emphasised on a strategic intervention framework to reduce plastic pollution on a long term 
basis. The case study cited was the pollution of river Ganga. Light was thrown on several aspects such 
as information sharing, data analytics and community empowerment during the talk. Usage of hard 
plastics for regenerating degraded ones was one of the solutions that was addressed during the session.

As Day 1 culminated, the challenge statement brief was given by both Jenny Beth Aloys and Manny 
Pereira. The participants were briefed on how to identify a challenge towards the end of the camp. 
The participants were asked to create solutions to the challenge they choose and present to the larger 
audience on the last day of the camp. 

Mr. Samdy Lonh spoke in detail about how an app 
could act as a technology aid to developmental 
solutions with various working examples. One of 
the participants (Mr. Sen) shared that many of 
the coastal people are not aware of their rightful 
entitlements and one could use apps like Facebook 
to connect with the people for the information to 
flow. Another respondent, Shubam shared the need 
for an inventory, a database. The discussion went on 
different innovative ideas to incentivize and penalise 
the people in accordance with their efforts in 
marine pollution. E.g., adoption of a checklist to see 
whether these fishermen are dumping fishing nets in 
the sea. There was also discussion on the need for 

a registration and monitoring of fishing vessels to regulate overfishing. The group identified the need to 
have a mobile app to fasten data collection process in research. Mr. Samdy also discussed various software 
providers for the app development (Native Ios, Android native and PWA) and its cost and functionality. He 
also discussed further about the functionality of these apps through the examples of Global Fishing Watch 
which uses IoT and tracks every ship that passes through the Pacific. Key app development considerations 
include – identifying target user, understanding the main problem, timing, budget, identifying the key benefits 
of the system and target user (geography and critical capability analysis
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DAY -2
20th May 2022

The day began with a fun boat ride with the trainers, participants and the CPPR team. There were 
extensive informal interactions and cultural exchanges throughout the trip. 

TechCamp Kochi participants and trainers boarding Maria Cruise at Marine Drive, Kochi.
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Glimpses from our time onboard Maria Cruise.

On arriving back at the hotel, the participants re-assembled for the formal sessions. The participants 
had divided themselves into groups and had to present the challenge statement, explain the rationale 
behind the statement and state the reason behind its formulation. 

Post-lunch, the second round of interactive sessions began between the trainers and the participants. 
The trainers presented their topic of expertise to another group of participants who joined the session. 

After the interactive sessions ended, the participants returned to their groups to develop their 
challenge statement. The groups had to brainstorm for a specific period of time, as per the instructions 
that were given the previous day.  The groups had to look into solving the particular challenge they 
had identified by mapping out solutions collectively. The End of Day announcements were passed by 
both Jenny Beth Aloys and Manny Pereira. 
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DAY -3
21st May 2022

The Morning Announcements were given by Scott Hartmann. Soon after the participants dispersed 
for the final interactive session that would be conducted as part of the TechCamp. This was the last 
interactive session in which the participants could take part as decided by them during the speed 
geeking session on Day 1.

Once the interactive sessions ended, the groups regrouped to draft solutions to the challenges 
selected by them. They were also asked to create PowerPoint presentations, citing the particular 
challenge and solutions. The groups spent the hour formulating ideas for presentation. 

Post-lunch, the groups continued to be involved in the brainstorming session for mapping out the 
solutions. 

Sr No. Challenge identified Solutions identified

Group 1 Mapping Plastic 
Waste along the 
Thamirabarani river. 

1. Intend to restore the wetlands and mapping 
the plastics along the banks.

2. Pilot project aims to detect plastics on the 
stretch of upstream through combining 
multiple data sources and build a citizen 
initiative.

Group 2 Environmental Plastic 
Responsibility

1. Take responsibility    for one’s actions. 

2. Create an environmental plastic index for 
fishing nets, gears, packaging items and 
produce responsibility certificates to those 
producers who are accountable for the plastic 
waste people generate.

Group 3 Documenting 
Sustainability Practices 
in Global Shipping

1. Documenting databases for environmental 
parameters in shipping practices and creating 
an environmental inventory. The parameters 
will look at carbon commitment, the usage of 
green fuels, the impact of endangered species 
and other innovations. 

Group 4 Plastic Tracking 1. Build a plastic tracking technology, installation 
of plastic return vending machines where one 
could get rewarded for returning each plastic. 
Creating a behaviour change among people.

Group Presentations.
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Group 5 Domestic Bio-Medical 
waste Management in 
Chennai

1. Focusing on a gated community of 1000 
people in Chennai, intending to reduce the 
biomedical waste of these 1000 people 
to 50% in a year, through surveys, FGDs, 
interviews, networking, social media 
campaigns and documentation.

Group 6 Popularizing Square 
Mesh Cod end in 
Bottom Trawling for 
Reducing Bycatches

1. Square mesh to be introduced to reduce 
bycatches. To urge the fishing community to 
adopt sustainable means of fishing. Develop 
voluntary code of practice and conduct 
stakeholder dialogues.

Group 7 Depleting Fish Stock: 
A path to Informed 
Decision Making.

1. Data collection, tracking movements of 
mechanised vessels and its impacts. 

2. Study on whether the presence of 
microplastic drives away the fishes. Objective 
of the study is to reduce bycatch and enhance 
the fish stock in particular regions. 

Group 8 Tackling Fishing Nets, 
Ghost and Lost - 
Initiate technology for 
coastal friendliness. 

1. Inventory of fishing nets and gears, 
community interaction and output, 
sustainable product designs and 
manufacturing – Introduction of 
“Matsyapasha”- biodegradable nets.

Group 9 Seaweed: the silver 
bullet to solve 
the economic 
and environment 
challenges

1. Increase the seaweed production through 
community engagements business models 
and bridging market linkages.

Group 10 “Chilika” – The 
Hyperlink to 4 million 
lives. 
Problem: endangered 
dolphins, migratory 
birds and excessive 
pollution

1. Chilika Junior Rangers for facilitating 
change through local youth, incorporating 
smart technology for waste management, 
community-based approach. 

2. Introducing 5 days Chilika Waste clean up 
fest – engaging with schools and colleges 
for garbage collection and segregation 
mechanism. 

Group 11 Amlaan: for cleaner 
water bodies. 

1. Keep pollution check.  

2. Cataclean 2.0 – GPS mounted cameras on the 
boat to track the movement of trash.

Group 12 Solar e-boat 1. Integrated solar powered sensor based 
system to cover the entire area of waterbodies 
to keep the desired level of oxygen on water 
bodies to introduce sustainable energy 
solutions for fish farmers. 

Group 13 Managing beach 
plastic litter - Mass 
tourism in Andaman. 

1. Introduction of a compulsory app for all the 
tourists to keep a tab on all the plastic they 
have purchased. Conducting awareness 
campaigns as well. 
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Group 14 Salt Marshes - Lack of 
emphasis on studies 
regarding salt marshes 
and its importance in 
preventing soil erosion, 
feeding ground of 
marine beings and 
largest storage of blue 
carbon and act as a 
sponge in floods. 

Conduct studies, documentation of community 
knowledge. 
Pilot study on restoration techniques and 
tactics.

Group 15 Sustainable 
Ecotourism tackling 
marine litter - Study 
on circular plastic 
economy.

Plastic café concepts: using plastic 
bricks,creating recreation places. Live 
workshops to be conducted regarding the 
same.

Group 16 Bycatch 1. identify high bycatch risk areas, use 
bycatch risk assessment tool kits. Through 
introduction of habitat map, distribution map 
and fishing activity map. 

2. On ground data collection to supplement and  
supply the existing research. 

Group 17 Degradation of Marine 
Ecosystem. 
Problem: Lack of 
sustainable, affordable 
or accessible 
alternatives to plastic

Introduction of eco-friendly plates which are 
compostable and biodegradable. Accessing 
help from community self-help groups and 
to make it available from the local sources to 
direct food vendors. 

Group 18 Light pollution impact 
on marine resources 
- artificial lights  used 
in cities has an impact 
on the reproduction of 
turtles

1. Use of ‘Dark Sky Shield Lightening System’. 
Which has sensors attached when an object 
moves the light goes on and automatically off 
when there are no moving objects. 

The final set of announcements were given by Jenny Beth Aloys and Manny Pereira. The closing 
remarks and certificates were delivered to the participants by Scott Hartmann. 

Center for Public Policy Research (CPPR) and TechCamp organisers will be announcing a call 
for TechCamp Kochi 2022 small grant proposals by June 10, 2022. This is an opportunity for the 
participants to move the ideas and initiatives that they developed during the event into action, and 
to further disseminate the digital skills learned at TechCamp to others in their communities. 

Organisers, trainers and participants of TechCamp 
Kochi 2022

Event report prepared by Meghna Manoj
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