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Unlock Khadi
CPPR has been conducting research on the Khadi sector since 2016. An
extensive evaluation of the Khadi sector conducted by Dr. Lekshmi Nair and
Dr. D Dhanuraj, revealed glaring gaps in existing regulatory protocols and
the challenges faced by new entrants to the sector. The regulations were
intended to help promote and develop khadi but have in turn inhibited its
growth. It occupies a miniscule share in India’s textile exports.

Data released by Khadi and Village Industry Commission has revealed a drop
in employment in the sector from approximately 11 lakh to 4 lakh between
2015-16 to 2016-17 despite increase in sales. In 2018-19 only INR 6.05 crores
worth of Khadi products were exported even though the sustainable textiles
market is growing at a rate of 11% per annum globally.

The #UnlockKhadi’ campaign aims to advocate for positive reforms in the
current regulatory framework of the sector which has restricted Khadi from
being accessible globally. Through deliberation and dialogue, the campaign
will aim to provide decision makers with recommendations that could not
only increase the sales of Khadi and explore e-commerce to increase global
sales but also improve the lives of Khadi artisans and weavers.

Khadi holds historic relevance to India - a symbol of the freedom struggle led
by Mahatma Gandhi. It is, therefore, important for us, as a nation, to preserve
the dying traditional art of this handspun-handwoven fabric.

Partner with us
Through collaboration and partnership, we hope to make sure that we can
Unlock Khadi. Your assistance will help us:

- Develop a comprehensive list of recommendations which could
further the cause of reviving Khadi

- Create visibility on the challenges faced by stakeholders in the Khadi
sector

- Share the stories of artisans and members of the Khadi value chain to
the people

- Drive the importance of preserving Khadi for national integrity

About Us
CPPR is an independent public policy organisation dedicated to in-depth
research and scientific analysis with the objective of delivering actionable
ideas that could transform society. Based out of Kochi, in the Indian state of
Kerala, our engagement in public policy that began in 2004 has initiated
open dialogue, policy changes and institutional transformation in the areas
of Urban Reform, Livelihood, Education, Health, Governance, Law, and
International Relations & Security.
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