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ABOUT US

The Centre for Public Policy Research
(CPPR) is an independent public
policy think-tank dedicated to in-
depth research and scientific analysis
to deliver actionable ideas for the
transformation of society.

Based out of Kochi (Kerala, India), our
engagement in public policy that
began in 2004 has initiated open
dialogue, policy changes and
institutional transformation in the
areas of Urban Reform, Livelihood,
Education, Health, Governance, Law,
and International Relations &
Security.

A Profile
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FOCUS

Centre for 

COMPARATIVE STUDIES

The CPPR Centre for Comparative Studies
(CCS) aims to conduct in-depth comparative
analysis in the fields of Demographics,
Education, Health, Poverty, Urbanisation,
Governance, Politics, Budgeting, Social and
Economic Indicators.

Centre for 

URBAN STUDIES

The CPPR Centre for Urban Studies (CUS)
focuses on urbanisation patterns and trends in
aspects such as Public space, Urban mobility,
Infrastructure, Technology, Livelihood,
Citizenship and Governance.

Centre for 

STRATEGIC STUDIES

The CPPR Centre for Strategic Studies (CSS)
aims to identify the strategic significance of
India from a global perspective, and the role it
plays in world affairs. The Centre shall also
focus on National Security and Defence
aspects from India's point of view.

CENTRES



The CPPR Academy offers training and
development opportunities in the form of
internships, short-term courses and
workshops to undergraduate, graduate
students and mid-career professionals looking
to engage with the public policy space.

INTERNSHIPS
A highly rigorous and competitive programme
which spans 45–180 days. During this period,
interns get an opportunity to gain hands-on
experience and training by working on live
projects under CPPR.

CPPR 

ACADEMY

MA PUBLIC POLICY & GOVERNANCE
The Chinmaya Vishwavidyapeeth and CPPR
launched MA in Public Policy and Governance.
Theory complemented by learning experiences
from real-world policy challenges; addressing
contemporary political, economic and social
challenges in a meaningful and sustainable way.

GLOBAL POLICY SCHOOL
A two-week capsule workshop that
imparts research skills (qualitative and
quantitative) to undergraduate &
graduate students and mid-career
professionals. The programme has so far
trained and equipped 72 participants
from 37 countries.

Every year CPPR hosts students of SAS, a unique,
multiple country study-abroad programme,
conducted aboard a ship that docks at several
locations during the course period. During their
time in Kochi, CPPR co-hosts a module for SAS.
Colorado State University is the programme’s
academic sponsor.

The programme aims to instil in newly
graduated law students the confidence and
courage they need to start a new career and
polish them up on the finer points of social life
which is just as important as the academic rigour
they are put through in law school.

SEMESTER-AT-SEA (SAS)

FINISHING SCHOOL FOR LAW

FOCUS CENTRES



RESEARCH ON IMPACT OF COVID-19

CLICK HERE CLICK HERE CLICK HERE

https://www.cppr.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID19-A-Collection-of-Essays.pdf
https://www.cppr.in/reports-and-papers/covid-19-impact-survey-covid-19-related-perceptions-precautionary-behaviour-and-response
https://www.cppr.in/centre-for-urban-studies/effects-of-covid-19-on-transportation-what-the-experts-say


POLICY BRIEFS

2016 : NDPS ACT

Policy Brief on suggested amendments to the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
Act (NDPS) in India.

2018: REBUILD KERALA 

Policy Brief on Rebuilding Kerala after the
great floods of 2018 and an acute financial
crisis.

2018: KERALA UMTA ACT 

Policy Brief on Kerala Unified Metropolitan
Transport Authority Act. 

2015: INDIAN RAILWAYS 

RE-ORGANISATION

Policy Brief on Restructuring the Indian
Railways for the 21st Century.

2014: E-AUTORICKSHAWS IN INDIA

Policy Brief to develop an approach wherein
modes like e-rickshaws shall be formally
integrated and devised to support the existing
systems and enable a sustained transport
system.

2013: NATIONAL URBAN TRANSPORT

POLICY

Policy Brief on National Urban Transport Policy
(NUTP) prepared by CPPR for the Mayor of
Cochin, Kerala, India.
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LAW, LIBERTY AND LIVELIHOOD PROJECT (2007)

Law, Liberty and Livelihood Project was aimed at documenting the livelihood regulations and entry-

level barriers governing the informal sector in the 63 Indian cities identified for Jawaharlal Nehru

National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM). The project funded by the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, Mumbai,

was implemented in partnership with Centre for Civil Society (CCS). 

INDIA DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS (2009)

India Development Indicators, an initiative of IFMR, Chennai, supported by the philanthropic arm of

Google, was aimed at developing an index like the World Development Index where 260 indicators

had been identified under 14 different sectors that included agriculture, demography, democracy and

empowerment, economy, education, environment, geography, health, industry, infrastructure, public

services and  social entrepreneurship.

FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR MOBILITY HUB AT VYTTILA, KOCHI (2009)

Centre for Public Policy Research (CPPR) developed the feasibility report for a mobility hub at Vyttila,

Kochi, for the Confederation of Indian industry (CII) and Ernakulam District Administration. CPPR

provided inputs that were futuristic and technology-driven, ensuring the capacity to cater to the ever-

growing traffic and transport demands of the City. The first mobility hub in India was successfully

implemented in Kochi as a result of the efforts of CPPR.

MILESTONE PROJECTS 
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NATIONAL DATA SHARING & ACCESSIBILITY POLICY (2010)

CPPR was given a mandate by the Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India, to assist

them in preparing the National Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy (NDSAP) in 2010. The Policy was

cleared by the Union Cabinet and has been implemented.

STUDY ON THE AUTO-RICKSHAW SECTOR IN CHENNAI (2011-12)
The Study on Autorickshaws in Chennai was conducted for Chennai City Connect Foundation. The study

intended to understand the ‘state of autorickshaws’ and mapped their role in facilitating the mobility of

the people in the City. Study included interviews with autorickshaw drivers, policy studies of the existing

structures governing the sector, socio-economic well being of the auto drivers, passenger interviews and

difficulties faced by the auto drivers. A comprehensive report was prepared and recommendations were

given to the Government of Tamil Nadu.

SMART PUBLIC TRANSIT  SYSTEM FOR KOCHI  (2015-16)
CPPR was a crucial research partner of the global study of ICRIER, New Delhi, who were closely studying
four rapidly growing Indian cities (Surat, Pune, Kochi & Ludhiana) to understand the economic links
between climate change adaptation and the city’s development and resilience. The smart Inland Waterway
development, City Bus network and the proposed metro rail were analysed with respect to their
effectiveness in (i) improving accessibility (especially to the poor, major activity generators such as
employment centres, and to industrial supply chains), (ii) affordability and (ii) fostering adaptation and
resilience to climate change.

 PROJECTSMILESTONE
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MILESTONE 

KERALA SHOPS AND ESTABLISHMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2018
In the context of the Model Shops and Commercial Establishments Act 2016, approved by the
Government of India, CPPR initiated a project to amend the provisions in the existing Act in Kerala
and bring a noticeable change in the operations of businesses in Kerala. After a series of
discussions with various stakeholders and extensive research, CPPR finalised the draft and
presented it to the Government of Kerala. This is now in force as an Ordinance and published as a
Bill in the State Legislative Assembly.

EQUITY ANALYSIS FOR THE STATE OF MADHYA PRADESH (2017-18)

CPPR had undertaken two analytical research projects for the Planning and Policy Support Unit of
the Planning Commission of Madhya Pradesh and UNICEF India. The equity analysis for the State of
Madhya Pradesh assessed the status and trends in the realisation of children’s and women’s rights
in the State. It also provided an analytical framework to understand the causes for the shortfalls and
disparities across various groups, and accelerate the completion of SDGs. 

CPPR had undertaken two analytical research projects for the Planning and Policy Support Unit of
the Planning Commission of Madhya Pradesh and UNICEF India. The study was on women and
children in Madhya Pradesh and tracked and monitored the expenditure pattern of the government at
all levels and dimensions of the SDG. The focus was on sectors such as health, education, nutrition,
water, sanitation and hygiene, and child protection, which account for the highest share of
government expenditure.

PUBLIC EXPENDITURE ANALYSIS FOR THE STATE OF MADHYA PRADESH (2017-18)

PROJECTS 



RECENT PROJECTS

Amb. Nirupama Rao

An assessment to understand the impact of the National Programme on

Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL) among its stakeholders from the

institutions enrolled as Local Chapters in India. This project is executed on behalf

of the NPTEL team headquartered at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT),

Madras.

EDUCATION &  SKILL  DEVELOPMENT

URBAN GOVERNANCE

Preparation of a Mobility Improvement Plan along North-

South Railway Station Corridor in Kochi

CPPR is the local consultant for the project 'Preparation of a Mobility Improvement Plan along North-

South Railway Station corridor in Kochi,' in collaboration with Suez Consulting. The project aims at

improving the connectivity between Ernakulam Town and Ernakulam Junction railway stations by creating

a green corridor along the railway line. The project is an initiative under the Mobilise Your City (MYC)

Programme, with an objective to provide sustainable urban mobility solutions.

CIT IES  &  INFRASTRUCTURE

Exploratory Study on the State of Health Insurance Schemes
in Kerala

CPPR is assisting the National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi, on an exploratory study

on the state of health insurance schemes in Kerala to understand the status and operations of 

Government health insurance policy, specifically, the Rashtriya Swasthya Bhima Yojana (RSBY).

HEALTH

Exploratory Study on the Khadi Sector in India

CPPR assisted the All India Artisans and Craftworkers Welfare Association

(AIACA) to conduct an exploratory study on the Khadi Sector in India. The study

looked into the issues faced by the Khadi Sector and came out with policy

recommendations to revive the Khadi sector in the country.

L IVEL IHOOD

Impact Assessment of Educational Institutions
in NPTEL

Actionable research that envisions a series of interventions based on the Kerala

Model of Crisis Management of COVID-19 for a framework that is scalable and

can be remodelled to suit the specific requirements of other states in India.

Carry out an organizational assessment for Kochi Municipal Corporation (KMC) w.r.t urban mobility

projects and identify measures and steps that could be taken up to develop institutional, organizational

and individual capacities at KMC.

COVID-19  RELATED PROJECT

The Kerala Model of Crisis Management Integrated Sustainable Urban Transport Systems for Smart
Cities



MILESTONE CAMPAIGNS

Uniting for a Disaster Resilient Kerala

The US Consulate General in Chennai, Centre for Public Policy Research

(CPPR), Kochi, and the Kerala State Disaster Management Authority (KSDMA)

organised a series of workshops and awareness building events to deliberate

on Kerala’s disaster preparedness, management and resilience. The

workshops were part of a project titled “America with Kerala” and was

conducted in Thiruvananthapuram (June 24-26), Kochi (July 23-25) and

Kozhikode (Oct 22-24). This was a platform to share and learn from  the US

and the Indian expertise on disaster preparedness, management and

resilience. The themes in each cities were - Curriculum Development

(Thiruvananthapuram), Policy Planning and Infrastructure Development

(Kochi) and Community Empowerment (Kozhikode).



MILESTONE CAMPAIGNS

Kochi Public Transport Day

Kochi Public Transport Day is a people-driven, year-long campaign steered by

CPPR to spread awareness on the available modes of public transport in Kochi

and deploy them wisely for the benefit of the public. Our primary and

secondary targets are the private vehicle and public transport users – to

encourage the former to start using public transport and help retain the latter

in availing public transport services. One day every month will be designated

as Kochi Public Transport Day, with a different theme assigned for each

month to spread awareness and celebrate the services and benefits of the

City’s public transport system.

http://www.kochipublictransportday.org/

http://www.kochipublictransportday.org/


PEOPLE 

Dr SUSAN ZIELINSKI Prof (Dr) G GOPAKUMAR Prof K C ABRAHAM Prof (Dr) W LAWRENCE S PRABHAKAR ALEX THOMAS

Former Chief of the Research and Analysis

Wing (R&AW) and Director General of

Police (DGP) of Kerala.

Former Advisor to Government

of India, and to the Executive

Director, IMF. 

PK HORMIS THARAKAN, IPS (Retd) Dr PARTH SHAHProf SHANTA SINHAPR DEVI PRASAD, IES (Retd)Ambassador T P SREENIVASAN

Former Ambassador of India and

Permanent Representative of

India to the United Nations, Vienna.

Former Chairperson of National

Commission for the Protection of

Child Rights. Winner of Ramon

Magsaysay Award 2003.

President, Centre for Civil Society,

New Delhi. An active public policy

propagator in India.

Consultant to WEF, Davos, former

Managing Director of SMART,

Michigan University, USA. Proponent

of smart mobility for urban poor and

leading innovator.

Former Vice Chancellor of Central

University of Kerala, and former Head,

Department of Political Science,

University of Kerala.

Professor of Political Science (Retd),

Department of Economics, Sacred

Heart College (Thevara), Kerala

Author, researcher and professor in

International Relations, Strategic Studies and

Maritime Security. Professor (Retd) of Political

Science, Madras Christian College, Chennai,

India.

CEO of Tierra Foods in Kinfra

Food Park at Adoor, Kerala.

BOARD OF ADVISORS



PEOPLE 

Dr Dhanuraj is the Chairman of the Board of Trustees and the
Chief Executive of CPPR of which he is also one of the
founding members. He holds a PhD in Science & Humanities
(Anna University), MSc Physics (Mahatma Gandhi University)
and MA Political Science (Madras Christian College). He also
holds a Post Graduate Executive Diploma in International
Business from Loyola, Chennai, and has undergone training by
TTMBA of Atlas USA, IAF Germany, FEE USA, etc.

Dhanuraj started his career as a Research Associate in 2003.
He works in the fields of urbanisation, education, health,
livelihood and law. He has worked with different governments
(international, national and state), international and national
NGOs, and corporate houses.

ANTONY DAWSON D'SILVA

Antony is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the
Maharaja’s College, Kochi, and holds an MA (Political Science)
from the University of Hyderabad and MPhil from JNU, Delhi.

Trustee & Academic Co-ordinator

D DHANURAJ
Chairman & Managing Trustee

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

ROSEMARY K ABRAHAM, IES

Rosemary is Director, Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of India and
is an Indian Economic Services officer.

Hon. Trustee 

JUBIN JOSE

Jubin is with a leading global insurance company and is
an Investment Advisor to a GCC-focused fund listed on
the London Stock Exchange.

Hon. Trustee & Principal Advisor (Strategy
& Development)

SARITHA VARMA

Saritha was with Hema Ravichandar Strategic HR Advisory
and HR Cornucopia in Bangalore. She has an MBA (HRM)
from Christ University, Bangalore.

Hon. Trustee & Principal Advisor (HR)



PEOPLE 

Dr MADHU P PILLAI

Industry & Energy

Advisor (Special)

Dr Pi l la i  is  a Project  Management special ist  wi th more than

34 years of  broad-based Oi l  & Gas, Petrochemical  and

Power industry exper ience in Operat ions and Project

Management around the world.  He is the Honorary Global

Ambassador for  World Project  Management Forum (WPMF).

SPECIAL ADVISORS 

Dr SHAKILA T SHAMSU

Education Policies

Advisor (Special)

Dr Shamsu was formerly Off icer on Special  Duty (New

Educat ion Pol icy) at  the Ministry of  Educat ion,  India.  She

was also the Secretary to the Commit tee to Draf t  Nat ional

Educat ion Pol icy.  Her core expert ise in educat ion planning

and pol icy making, teacher educat ion,  ICT and Open &

Distance Learning and inclusive educat ion

RAJ CHERUBAL

Urban Governance & City Development

Advisor (Special)

Raj is the CEO, Chennai Smart  Ci ty Limited, and also

Director-Projects for  Chennai  Ci ty Connect (CCC). He has

faci l i tated projects on sustainable t ransportat ion,  BRT,

sustainable sol id waste management,  restorat ion of  urban

water bodies,  sustainable f inancing of  urban infrastructure,

and regional  p lanning..



PEOPLE DISTINGUISHED FELLOWS

Dr T V PAUL
Erudite Distinguished Fellow

Dr Paul  is  James McGil l  Professor of  Internat ional

Relat ions in the Department of  Pol i t ical  Science at

McGi l l  Universi ty,  Montreal ,  and a Fel low of  the Royal

Society of  Canada. Paul  special ises in Internat ional

Relat ions,  especial ly internat ional  secur i ty,  regional

secur i ty and South Asia.

Dr C JOSHUA THOMAS
Erudite Distinguished Fellow

Dr Joshua Thomas is the former Deputy Director of  the

ICSSR North Eastern Regional  Centre,  Shi l long & was

also Coordinator,  ASEAN Studies Centre,  Ministry of

External  Af fa i rs,  Government of  India,  Shi l long. His

areas of  interest  include issues related to ethnic i ty,

insurgency, peace process, border t rade, displacement

and India’s relat ions wi th East Asia.

Dr VIJAY SAKHUJA
Distinguished Fellow

A ret i red Navy of f icer,  Dr Sakhuja is former Director,

Nat ional  Mari t ime Foundat ion,  New Delhi ,  and

special ises in issues of  nat ional  secur i ty and publ ic

pol icy,  part icular ly in the context  of  Ocean Affairs,

Geopol i t ics,  Cl imate Change, Arct ic,  Blue Economy and

4th Industr ia l  Revolut ion Technologies.  

Dr RP PRADHAN
Distinguished Fellow

Dr Pradhan is Associate Professor at  the Dept.  of

Humanit ies & Social  Sciences, BITS Pi lani ,  Goa. He is a

PhD in Internat ional  Relat ions and largely works on

Pol i t ical  Economy. His current teaching and research

focus involves IR, Migrat ion & Labour Market,

Internat ional  Trade & Development;  Development

Economics;  Mari t ime Studies & Blue Economy.



PEOPLE SENIOR FELLOWS

Dr MARTIN PATRICK
Chief Economist

Dr Mart in Patr ick was a professor in Economics in

var ious government col leges. He was involved in

projects in Kerala for  UNDP and World Bank. He is a

Visi t ing Fel low at  Indian Mari t ime Inst i tute,  Kochi ,  and

Xavier Inst i tute of  Management and Entrepreneurship,

Ernakulam.

Dr JOSE SEBASTIAN

Finance
Senior Fellow

An expert  in Publ ic Finance and Taxat ion,  Dr Sebast ian

is Chairman and Director of  Inst i tute for  Enterpr ise

Culture & Entrepreneurship Development,

Thiruvananthapuram. He ret i red as Senior Facul ty in

Publ ic Finance from Gulat i  Inst i tute of  Finance and

Taxat ion. 

Cdr (Dr) JAYAKRISHNAN N NAIR

Defence & Military Analysis
Senior Fellow

Cdr Nair  (Retd) has 25 years exper ience with the

Indian Navy. He was responsible for  several  projects

with the Navy and was also associated with many

DRDO projects under the ‘Make in India’  in i t iat ive.  His

research focus is on br inging AI in embedded mi l i tary

systems.

LESLIE XAVIER

Sports Policy
Senior Fellow

 Lesl ie is a global ly renowned sports wr i ter ,  l is ted among

the top 10 columnists in Asia by the Internat ional  Sports

Press Associat ion.  He was over 15 years of  exper ience

with The New Indian Express,  The Times of  India,

Hindustan Times, and Sports I l lustrated. He is current ly

based in New Delhi  and heads the sports desk at

Newscl ick. in.  

MURALEEDHARAN NAIR

International Relations
Senior Fellow

Muraleedharan Nair  was an Indian Consul  in China

(Shanghai & Guangzhou),  Hong Kong and Singapore.  He

is one of  India 's wel l  known experts on China and wri tes

extensively for  reputed nat ional  and regional  news

out lets.

K V THOMAS

Internal Security & Extremism
Senior Fellow

K V Thomas is former Asst.  Director,  Intel l igence

Bureau, Ministry of  Home Affairs,  Government of  India.

He has vast exper ience in the f ie lds of  intel l igence,

nat ional  secur i ty,  pol ic ing,  human/civ i l  r ights,  ethnic

conf l ic ts and lef t -wing extremism. He is also a Fel low of

Nat ional  Pol ice Academy, Hyderabad.



RESEARCH FELLOWS

R EDSLEY NEOSON DANIEL

Urban Mobility & Climate Change
Research Fellow

Daniel  is  a postgraduate f rom the Col lege of  Engineer ing,

Anna Universi ty.  He has over a decade of  exper ience in

Government Relat ionship Management,  Mobi l i ty

Management,  Transi t  Industry,  Pre Sales and Program

Management in the Pr ivate & Government Sector.  He

assisted Chennai in prepar ing the f i rst  Mega-City Green

House Gas Inventory.  

B CHANDRASEKARAN

Urban Eco-system & Skill Development
Research Fellow

Chandrasekaran has 14 years of  d iverse exper ience

working with Central  & State Governments,  corporates,

NGOs and academia on publ ic pol icy issues in the area of

school ,  technical ,  h igher educat ion and ski l ls  development.

He played a key role in set t ing up the Nat ional  Ski l l

Development Agency and Nat ional  Ski l ls  Qual i f icat ions

Framework.

RAHUL V KUMAR

Market Economics
Research Fellow

Rahul is current ly Assistant Professor of  Economics at  a

col lege af f i l iated to the Universi ty of  Cal icut .  He has an MA

in Economics and an MPhi l  in Appl ied Economics and

Internat ional  Relat ions f rom Jawaharlal  Nehru Universi ty

(New Delhi) .  His focus areas of  research are t rade pol ic ies,

the market economy, and pr ivate part ic ipat ion in higher

educat ion. 

Dr HARISANKAR K SATHYAPALAN

International Law and Dispute Settlement
Research Fellow

Harisankar is current ly Assistant Professor at  the School  of

Legal  Studies,  Cochin Universi ty of  Science and

Technology (CUSAT),  India.  He is also a recipient of  the

prest ig ious Hague Academy of  Internat ional  Law

scholarship.  Har i ’s  research interests include transnat ional

commercial  law, conf l ic t  of  laws and internat ional  d ispute

resolut ion

Dr SUMEETHA M

Migration Studies
Research Fellow

Sumeetha is an economist  wi th a PhD in Economics f rom

JNU, New Delhi .  Current ly,  she works as an Assistant

Professor of  Economics at  the School  of  Social  Sciences

and Business Studies,  Chr ist  Universi ty,  Bengaluru.  Her

research interests include migrat ion,  labour process,

tradi t ional  industr ies,  sustainabi l i ty ,  future of  work and

global isat ion studies.  

SWAPNA NAIR

International Trade & Disruptive Technology
Research Fellow

Swapna is an economist  wi th extensive exper ience in

publ ic pol icy,  internat ional  t rade, restructur ing of  conf l ic t

economies, macroeconomic impact assessment across

sectors and the impact of  d isrupt ive technologies on

internat ional  t rade and domest ic pol icy.  She had worked

with World Bank, ADB, ICRIER, corporates and nat ional

governments.

PEOPLE 



SPECIAL ADVISORS | SENIOR FELLOWSPEOPLE CONSULTANTS

Legal Affairs Consultant
Adv JITHIN PAUL VARGHESE

Ji th in is a renowned lawyer whose expert ise is in

Banking laws, Civ i l  laws and Const i tut ional  matters wi th

over 10 years of  exper ience. He holds a BA LLB (Hons.)

degree from the Nat ional  Universi ty of  Advanced Legal

Studies,  Kochi ,  Kerala and an LLM from M G Universi ty,

Kottayam, Kerala.

Dr GOPINATH PANANGAD
Projects Consultant

Dr Gopinath is former Execut ive Director of  Kerala

State Li teracy Mission, Special  Pr ivate Secretary to

Minister for  Tour ism, Fisher ies and Excise,  Government

of  Kerala,  Project  Chief  at  Kerala State Women’s

Commission and Deputy General  Manager of  Kerala

State Fisher ies Federat ion.

Dr SWAPNA JAMBHEKAR
Research Consultant

Dr Swapna is a Fel low of  Insurance Inst i tute of  India

(FII I )  and has worked with wel l -known bi lateral  and

mult i lateral  agencies in the areas of  microinsurance and

publ ic heal th.  Her work exper ience encompasses working

at the grassroots level  community mobi l isat ion and

training, implementat ion,  administrat ion,  research,

documentat ion and consul t ing.

LAKSHMI RAMAMURTHY
Lead Analyst - Markets & Data

Lakshmi is a postgraduate in Econometr ics f rom the

Universi ty of  Madras, Chennai ,  and has over 13 years of

data analyt ics exper ience working in IT,  Retai l ,  Insurance

and Publ ic Pol icy.  She has also managed the data and

analysis department for  CBHS (Comm Bank Health

Sector)  in Austral ia.

Dr SALAHUDDIN AYYUB
Research Consultant

Dr Ayyub special ises in Internat ional  Trade, Internat ional

Relat ions and Is lamic Studies,  and has worked with

Research and Informat ion System for Developing

Countr ies,  Indian Inst i tute of  Foreign Trade, Centre for

WTO Studies (Ministry of  Commerce, GoI) ,  Nat ional

Universi ty of  Educat ional  Planning and Administrat ion,

and Evalueserve – a mult inat ional  research f i rm.

SHERYLENE SHAMINA RAFEEQUE
Consultant Editor

Sherylene has been associated with CPPR as

Consul tant Edi tor  s ince 2016. She has also managed

media relat ions and programmes for the organisat ion

br ief ly.  A t ra ined edi tor  and author of  several  chi ldren’s

books, she resides in Kochi .  Sherylene earned her

postgraduate degree in Visual  Communicat ion f rom

Amri ta Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Coimbatore.  



PEOPLE RESEARCH & PROJECTS

GAZI HASSAN

Centre for Strategic Studies
Senior Research Associate

MPhil  International Studies  (Jamia Mi l ia Is lamia Universi ty)

MA Peace Building and Confl ict  Analysis (Nelson Mandela

Centre for  Peace and Conf l ic t ,  JMI Universi ty)

Gazi  is  involved in research on Asia-Paci f ic ,  part icular ly

explor ing the geopol i t ical  dynamics,  b lue economy,

developments related to t rade and terror ism, role of  var ious

actors and secur i ty dynamics of  the region. He has previously

worked as a researcher at  the Vivekananda Internat ional

Foundat ion,  New Delhi .  

NISSY SOLOMON

Centre for Comparative Studies
Senior Research Associate

MA Public Policy (Nat ional  Law School  of  India Universi ty)

MA Economics (Universi ty of  Bombay)

After graduat ion and pr ior  to her venture into the publ ic

pol icy domain,  Nissy worked as a Geographic Informat ion

Systems (GIS) Analyst  wi th Nokia-Heremaps. Her

postgraduate research explored the interface of  GIS in

Indian heal thcare planning. She is broadly interested in

Publ ic Pol icy,  Economic Development and Spat ia l  Analysis

for pol icymaking.

PRASEEDA MUKUNDAN

Centre for Urban Studies
Senior Research Associate

Master of Planning (Urban and Regional Planning)

(School  of  Planning and Archi tecture,  Bhopal)

Praseeda is an Urban Planner and archi tect .  Her ear l ier

st ints were wi th IPE Global  L imited for Thiruvananthapuram

Smart  Ci ty Project ,  RURBAN Mission for the Govt of

Madhya Pradesh, and was involved in prepar ing Integrated

Cluster Act ion Plan ( ICAP) for  Kirgi  Cluster (Anuppur

Distr ict ,  Madhya Pradesh).  

DEEPTHI MARY MATHEW
Senior Research Associate

PhD Economics  (pursuing from Gokhale Inst i tute of

Pol i t ics and Economics,  Pune)

MA Economics (Universi ty of  Kerala)

Deepthi  works on topics related to educat ion,  publ ic

f inance, f inancial  markets and internat ional  t rade and has

publ ished many art ic les and papers on these topics.  

Centre for Comparative Studies

MADHU SIVARAMAN
Research Scholar

MSc Comparative Public Policy (Universi ty of  Edinburgh) 

BA.LLB (Hons) (NUALS, Kochi)

Madhu has been associated with CPPR for more than 10

years in a mult i -d iscipl inary role engaging in projects

spanning areas of  t ransport ,  educat ion,  l ivel ihood, dispute

resolut ion,  regulat ions and governance. With a background

in law, Madhu was instrumental  in developing pol icy

strategies for  local  and state governments and support ing

key in i t iat ives of  CPPR.

NITHIN RAMAKRISHNAN
Research Scholar

Inter-disciplinary PhD  (pursuing from Kavikulaguru Kal idas

Sanskr i t  Universi ty,  Nagpur) .

Master in International Law and Organisations (The Tamil

Nadu Dr.  Ambedkar Law Universi ty)

Ni th in is Assistant Professor of  Internat ional  Law at

Chinmaya Vishwavidyapeeth (Deemed-to-be-Universi ty) ,

Kochi .  His research interests include f inding Indian

al ternat ives to theor ies of  g lobal  law, general  internat ional

law, the relat ionship between internat ional  organisat ions,

and issues involv ing business and human r ights.



PEOPLE 

AKANKSHA BORAWAKE
Research Associate

MSc Economics (Gokhale Inst i tute of  Pol i t ics and

Economics,  Pune)

Akanksha's broad areas of  interest  are Gender Studies,

Educat ion,  Agr icul ture,  Environmental  Sustainabi l i ty  and

Macroeconomics.  She had interned at  PwC where she

worked on monitor ing and evaluat ion projects,  assessing

the impact of  Maharashtra Agr icul ture Compet i t iveness

Project  and Agr i  Business Promot ion Faci l i ty  on i ts

benef ic iar ies.  Centre for Comparative Studies

GOUTHAM K A 
Project Associate

MA Polit ical  Science ( IGNOU)

BTech (Govt.  Engineer ing Col lege, Thr issur)

Goutham started his career as an Assistant Manager (Secur i ty)

in the banking industry deal ing wi th secur i ty-related projects

and interdepartmental  communicat ion.  At  CPPR, he is

associated with al l  the three study centres and is part  of  the

projects team.

AISWARYA KRISHNAN

Centre for Urban Studies
Project Associate

MTech Urban Development & Management 

(TERI Universi ty,  New Delhi)

Aiswarya had interned with Nat ional  Inst i tute of  Urban Affairs,

New Delhi ,  and Pune Smart  Ci ty Development Corporat ion

Limited. She was part  of  the Management Development

Fel lowship organised by the Inst i tute of  Sustainable

Development and Governance ( ISDG), Tr ivandrum, in

associat ion wi th Tranciv ic Internat ional .

ANGELA CICILY JOSEPH
Research Associate

MA Applied Sociology (Chr ist  Universi ty,  Bengaluru)

Centre for Comparative Studies

Angela was with Aff luenz Financial  Services India Pr ivate

Limited where she was involved in a research project  on

Financial  L i teracy and Inclusion. Her other research interests

include Diaspora Studies and Social  Demography, and has

worked on projects l ike Livel ihood of  the NAKA workers,  and

Nat ional ism and the Educat ion System as part  of  her

postgraduate programme.

RESEARCH & PROJECTS

HARSHIT RAI 
Research Assistant

BA LLB (HONS) (Symbiosis Law School ,  Pune)

Harshi t  was previously wi th the India Centre for  Migrat ion,  New

Delhi—a research think-tank of  the Ministry of  External  Af fa i rs,

Govt of  India,  where he worked on pol icy issues within

internat ional  migrat ion f rom India.  He is also a Case Matr ix

Network (CMN) Fel low for the Centre for  Internat ional  Law

Research and Pol icy,  where he supports the Legal  Tools

Database as a publ ic- interest  service.  His areas of  interest  l ie

within Human Rights Law, Pol icy and Governance.

CPPR Articleship Research Interns
CPPR Regular Interns
Chairman's Interns
CPPR Summer Interns
PR & Communications Interns

++ PROJECT ASSISTANTS

+ +OUR  TEAM  OF  INTERNS  



PEOPLE OPERATIONS

J PAUL ZACHARIAH
Manager - Chairman's Office & Administration

Paul works wi th the Chairman on projects,  p lanning and

general  administrat ion of  CPPR. A graduate in Economics,  he

has also undergone training in NGO management at  the

Department of  Training, YMCAs of  India and Internat ional

YMCA Universi ty of  Appl ied Sciences in Germany. Previously

he was the General  Secretary & CEO of a YMCA uni t  for  over

7 years.

MANOJ MATHEW
Chief Operating Officer

Manoj is a pol icy enthusiast  having expert ise in Coal i t ion

Bui ld ing & Strategic Partnership Development,  he has

served in var ious senior roles at  several  Indian and

internat ional  non-prof i t  organisat ions.  He is the founder

and promoter of  Pol icy Talks based in New Delhi  and an

advisory member to the Amity Inst i tute of  Publ ic Pol icy at

Amity Universi ty,  Noida. He was also the Pol icy Project

Consul tant  for  the Delhi-NCR Region for CPPR for many

years.  Manoj was involved in var ious UN consul tat ions

and faci l i tated youth workshops in post-conf l ic t  societ ies

in Afr ica & Asia.  He was instrumental  in championing the

pol icy reforms in the Bamboo sector in India dur ing his

engagement as a key member of  the senior management

team at Centre for  Civ i l  Society.  Manoj is wel l  t ravel led,

worked and l ived in Mani la and Par is engaged in global

advocacy for addressing student poverty and peace

bui ld ing.  He is a graduate in both Commerce, and

Journal ism and Communicat ion and has 19 years of

extensive exper ience in non-prof i t  sector and volunteers

for several  in i t iat ives.

RAJU T MATHEWS

Raju T Mathews has been with CPPR since 2008 as Finance

Manager.  He has an MBA degree (wi th special isat ion in

Financial  Management)  f rom Berhampur Universi ty in 1988.

He has more than two decades of  exper ience working with

var ious business organisat ions.

Manager - Finance

Neethu is a Young India Fel low from Ashoka Universi ty and a

Tech graduate f rom NIT, Durgapur.  She leads the Media

team at CPPR where her responsibi l i t ies include external

communicat ion,  social  media outreach, brand management of

CPPR, and media relat ions among others.  She is a f i rm

bel iever of  inter-discipl inary learning and an urban pol icy

enthusiast .

NEETHU R NAIR
Manager - PR & Communications

Aliya is a Computer Science graduate,  who is an enthusiast

of  Tech and Social  Impact.  At  CPPR her pr imary

responsibi l i t ies are Strategic planning of  the research

centres,  Market ing and fundrais ing,  and Project  Management

and Assessment.  Her ear l ier  st ints were wi th TCS, Cl inton

Health Access Ini t iat ives,  and Teach for India.

ALIYA NAZEER
Manager - Strategic Planning & Operations



PEOPLE OPERATIONS

ARAVIND ANAND SHANKAR
Digital Media Specialist & Events Coordinator

Aravind is part  of  the Communicat ions team responsible for  branding

and communicat ion of  the organisat ion.  He has been associated with

CPPR since the last  5 years in di f ferent roles l ike Senior Associate (PR

& Communicat ion),  Research Assistant,  and Operat ions and Programme

Associate.  Aravind has a Bachelor 's Degree in Business Administrat ion.

He has a keen interest  in web designing & development and he is also

passionate about photography and travel l ing.

SARA JOHN
Senior Associate (Business Development)

Sara conducts research, contr ibutes to proposal  wr i t ing and wri tes

art ic les on var ious publ ic pol icy-related aspects.  She had ear l ier  worked

as a Senior Project  Associate at  CPPR and has publ ished many art ic les

and papers.  Sara has a Post Graduate Diploma in Rural  Management

from Inst i tute of  Rural  Management Anand ( IRMA), Gujarat .  She is an art

and craf ts enthusiast .

NIDHI CHANDRAN
Resident Editor

Nidhi  is  Resident Edi tor  at  CPPR. She is a postgraduate in Journal ism

and Communicat ion and has over 7 years of  exper ience working with

var ious organisat ions in Qatar and India as Copy Edi tor ,  Edi tor ia l

Assistant,  Reporter and Junior Product ion Execut ive.  She is interested

in t ravel ,  books, music and cooking.

Project Associate (CPPR Academy)

Husna is a Software Engineer wi th a master 's degree in Human

Resource Management.  She has worked in di f ferent industr ies l ike

Informat ion Technology, Pharmaceut icals and Retai l  across India and in

the UAE. Her role in CPPR is pr imari ly Recrui tment and other HR

funct ions.  She is also responsible for  coordinat ing the CPPR Academy

act iv i t ies.  She is fond of  L i terature,  Music and also t r ies her hand at

paint ing and craf t ing,  among other hobbies.

HUSNA ABDUL KARIEM



MAJOR 

VIKASARTH
An Annual event supported by the Institute for
New Economic Thinking, New York, that
focuses on development and the economy. 

EVENTS

INDO-JAPAN CONFERENCE
International Conference that focuses on
India-Japan relations from peninsular India's
perspective. Supported by the Consulate-
General of Japan in Chennai.

BREAKING BUSINESS BARRIERS
A series of workshops and stakeholder
meetings held at all the state capitals of
South India with government officials,
business leaders and representatives of
industry bodies. 

QUARTERLY LECTURE SERIES
A series of lectures held every quarter where
national and international leaders from the
government, business, defence, academia,
media and civil society talk on topics of
contemporary importance.

Shashi Tharoor D Subbu Rao Adm. Arun Prakash Dr Alexandar T J Lennon Dilip Padgaonkar

Prof Madhav GadgilDr Ila PatnaikSanjaya BaruJ M LyngdohAmb. Nirupama Rao

Amb.  Dr TCA Raghavan



NOTED EVENTS

Dr. Ila PatnaikSanjaya BaruJ M Lyngdoh

Climate Change Paradigms

in November 2015 in KOCHI, Kerala supported by the US Consulate
General in Chennai

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E

The Role of Courts and Governments in Promoting Mediation

in January 2017 in KOCHI, Kerala with Paul Randolph (Barrister/Mediator at the Field
Court Chambers, UK) and Spenser Hilliard (Mediator at the Field Court Chambers, UK)

C O N V E R S A T I O N S  

Strategies for Administrative, Legislative and
Judicial Paths to Securing LGBTQI Rights

in June 2017 with Judge Victoria Kolakowski (first openly
transgender trial judge in the United States) supported by the US
Consulate General in Chennai

V I D E O  C O N F E R E N C E

Smart Cities Workshop on Sustainable Urban
Development
in September 2019 in KOCHI, Kerala, supported by FNF South
Asia, Hiedelberg University, ORF and IMPRI. 

N A T I O N A L  W O R K S H O P

Enhancing India-China People-People Relations

in February 2018 in CHENNAI, Tamil Nadu, co-organised by Chennai Centre for China
Studies (C3S), and the Press Institute of India (PII) 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E

US Presidential Elections 2016

in May 2016 with Senator Curtis Bramble (Republican) from Utah
and Representative Jay Kaufman (Democrat) from Massachusetts

V I D E O  C O N F E R E N C E

Abundance without Attachment: The Formula for a Good Life

in February 2018 in KOCHI, with Dr Arthur C Brookes (President, American Enterprise
Institute, Washington DC), moderated by Dr Sadanand Dhume (Resident Fellow, AEI). 

C O N V E R S A T I O N S

Role of Government and other Regulatory Frameworks adopted
to reduce Poverty and ensure Inclusive Development

in May 2016 at the High Commission of Nigeria in NEW DELHI, India for 15 senior
bureaucrats from Nigeria supported by the National Institute of Policy and Strategic
Studies, Nigeria

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  W O R K S H O P
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DISCOURSE CPPR WEBINAR SERIES

Follow #CPPRWebinar

Wa t c h  t h e  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  a l l  o u r  p r e v i o u s  we b i n a r s  

o n  F a c e b o o k  a n d  Y o u T u b e

h t t p s : / / www . f a c e b o o k . c om / c p p r i n d i a

h t t p s : / / www . y o u t u b e . c om / u s e r / C P P R I n d i a

https://www.youtube.com/user/CPPRIndia
https://www.facebook.com/cpprindia/live
https://www.youtube.com/user/CPPRIndia


DISCOURSE

DECODING THE POLLS

Our series on elections where our
experts talk and discuss the trends,
narratives, issues and prospects
surrounding elections in India and the
world.

VIDEO SERIES

GLOBAL HIGH TEA

Series on global geo-political and
strategic developments from India's
perspective. Produced by the CPPR
Centre for Strategic Studies. 

CITY BEATS

Dissecting Urban issues from CPPR
Researchers' perspectives. Produced by
the CPPR Centre for Urban Studies.

POLICY BEYOND POLITICS

Policy beyond politics is a video series
hosted by our Chairman Dr D Dhanuraj,
to discuss contemporary policy issues in
India.

Wa t c h  a l l  t h i s  a n d  mo r e  o n  o u r  Y o u T u b e  C h a n n e l  

h t t p s : / / www . y o u t u b e . c om / u s e r / C P P R I n d i a

Decoding 
the Polls

 #DecodingThePolls  #CPPRGlobalHighTea  #CityBeats  #PolicyBeyondPolitics

https://www.youtube.com/user/CPPRIndia
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GET IN TOUCH

CENTRE FOR PUBLIC POLICY RESEARCH
First Floor, ‘Anitha’, S A Road, Elamkulam,

Kochi, Kerala- 682 020, India

Ph: 91 484 4043895 | M: 91 97457 09174

www.cppr.in | cppr@cppr.in

M: 91 99466 39339
E: neethu@cppr.in

NEETHU R NAIR
Manager
PR & Communications

ALIYA NAZEER
Manager

Strategic Planning & Operations
M: 91 98118 80998

E: aliya@cppr.in

/company/cpprindia /cpprindia @cpprindia /user/cpprindia

J PAUL ZACHARIAH
Manager - Chairman's Office

M: 91 98952 95140
E: jpaul@cppr.in

https://twitter.com/CPPRIndia
https://www.youtube.com/user/CPPRIndia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cpprindia
https://www.facebook.com/cpprindia

