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SHORT   BIO  
 

Dhanuraj  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Managing  Trustee  of  CPPR  of  which  he  is                    
also  one  of  the  founding  members.  He  holds  a  PhD  in  Science  &  Humanities  (Anna  University),  MSc                  
Physics  (Mahatma  Gandhi  University)  and  MA  Political  Science  (Madras  Christian  College).  He  also  has               
a  Post  Graduate  Executive  Diploma  in  International  Business  from  Loyola  Institute  of  Business              
Administration,  Chennai,  and  has  undergone  training  by  TTMBA  of  Atlas  USA,  IAF  Germany,  FEE  USA,                
etc.  

Dhanuraj  started  his  career  as  a  Research  Associate  in  2003.  His  core  areas  of  expertise  are  in                  
urbanisation,  urban  transport  &  infrastructure,  education,  health,  livelihood,  law,  and  election  analysis.  He              
has  worked  with  different  governments  (international,  national  and  state),  international  and  national             
NGOs,  corporate  houses,  development  organisations,  and  educational  institutions.  Dhanuraj  also  is  a             
well-known  panelist  on  primetime  news  on  regional  news  channels  and  writes  extensively  for  news               
portals   and   magazines.  

PROFESSION  
Institution   Designation   Duration  
Centre   for   Public   Policy   Research  
(CPPR)   
( www.cppr.in )   

Founder   Chairman   &  
Managing   Trustee  

July   2004   to   till   date  

Civitas   Consultancies   Pvt   Ltd    Founder   and  
Managing   Director  

May   2010   to   till   date  

Kerala   Arts   &   Science   Space   Trustee   Since   March   2019  
LYF   India    Founder   President   December   2007  
Liberal   Youth   South   Asia    Secretary   General   February   2008   to   March   2009  
National   Election   Watch   -   Kerala  
Chapter  

Joint   Secretary   March   2009   to   January   2011  

Janaagraha   Bangalore   and  
Chennai   City   Connect   Foundation  

Research   Coordinator   January   2008   October   2009  

Centre   for   Civil   Society,   New   Delhi   Research   Associate   August   2005   to   May   2007  
 

EDUCATION  
Course   Institute/  

University/Board  
Specialization   Year   of  

Passing  
GPA/Marks  
(%)  

PhD   Anna   University,   Chennai   Science   &  
Humanities  

2012    

MA   Madras   Christian   College,  
Chennai   

Political   Science   2005   4.99/6   CGPA  
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MSc   Mahatma   Gandhi  
University,   Kerala  

Physics   2002   68.57%  

Post   Graduate  
Executive  
Diploma  

Loyola   Institute   of  
Business   Administration,  
Chennai  

Management   2005   6.5/9   CGPA  

BSc   Mahatma   Gandhi  
University,   Kerala  

Physics   2000   95.2   %  

 

 

 

SELECT   RECENT   PAPERS/   PUBLICATIONS/   PROJECTS  
 

● Team   Lead   for   Kochi   Public   Transport   Day,   a   project   to   promote   public   transport   usage  
in   Kerala   as   well   as   to   conduct   research   on   various   issues   related   to   Kochi’s   Public  
Transport.    November   2017   to   February   2019.  

● Authored   an   article   on   ‘India   is   starting   at   a   water   crisis   and   no   politician   us   talking  
about   it’   appeared   on   Moneycontrol.com   on   March   29,   2019  

● Authored   an   article   on   ‘Inland   water   transportation   is   the   next   big   thing   in   green  
cargo’   appeared   on   Moneycontrol.com   on   November   9,   2019  

● Authored   an   article   on   Health   Insurance   and   telecom   markets,   published   on   March   23,  
2015  

● Co   Authored   a   project   report   on   ‘Analysis   of   connectivity   from   Kakkanad   Boat  
terminal’   prepared   for   Ernakulam   district   administration   (Kerala)   in   July   2018  

● Authored   an   article   on   ‘How   a   national   authority   will   help   the   cause   of   energy   security  
in   India’   published   in   November   18,   2014  

● Co-authored   the   draft   of   the   proposed   amendments   to   the   Kerala   Shops   &  
Commercial   Establishments   Act   1960,   the   report   was   submitted   to   Chief   Secretary   of  
Kerala,   March   2018  

● Co-authored   ‘A   Vision   of   Higher   Education   Reform’,   ISBN   (e-book  
edition):978-81-930004-5-8   published   in   April   2019  

● Co-authored   ‘Public   Expenditure   Analysis   report   for   the   state   of   Madhya   Pradesh’   for  
State   Planning   unit   of   Madhya   Pradesh   government   supported   by   UNICEF,   July   2018  

● Co-authored   ‘Equity   Analysis   Report   for   the   state   of   Madhya   Pradesh’   for   State  
Planning   unit   of   Madhya   Pradesh   government   supported   by   UNICEF,   July   2018  

● Co  Authored  the  paper  on  ‘Kerala  Tourism  -  The  Role  of  the  Government  and               
Economic   Impacts’   published   in   January   2018  

● Co  Authored  ‘Evaluation  of  Government  interventions  in  the  Khadi  sector’  Published  in             
April   2016  
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● Co   Authored   the   paper   on   ‘ Deciphering   the   Challenges   in   Housing   for   Urban   Poor ’  
published   in   November   2016  

● Co   authored   the   report   ‘Activity   Oriented   Learning:   An   Evaluation’   Published   in   May  
2016  

● Co   authored   the   article   on   ‘Kerala   Budget:   More   political   than   Economic?”   published   in  
July   2016  

● Co-authored   ‘Understanding   the   status   of   the   higher   education   in   India:   Challenges  
and   skepticism   towards,   serious   investments   in   the   sector’   January   2015  

● Co-authored   a   paper   on   ‘   A   critical   assessment   of   forest   legislations   in   India’   published  
in   January   2015  

● Co   Authored   the   paper   on   ‘A   Study   on   Liberalizing   Liquor   Trade   in   India’   published   in  
December   2014  

● Global  Research  team  member  to  New  Mobility  Agenda  Research  –  concept            
developed   by   SMART   of   Michigan   University,   USA  

● Project   report   for   Kerala   International   University   project   for   MWT,   December   2012  

● Market   Study   for   Online   Nursing   Education   for   IHM   Cochin,   November   2012  

● Guided  CPPR  team  to  draft  National  Data  Sharing  and  Accessibility  Policy  draft  for              
DST   along   with   ASCI,   Hyderabad   in   the   position   of   consultant,   July   2011.  

● Guided  CPPR  team  to  conduct  A  Study  on  Para  transit  transport  modes  in  Chennai  for                
Chennai   City   Connect   Foundation,   November   2011  

● Guided  CPPR  team  to  prepare  Guidelines  for  Parking  Policies  in  Chennai  for  Chennai              
City   Connect   Foundation,   January   2012  

● A  paper  on  Kerala’s  Urban  Mobility  in  Kerala  Development  Congress,  February  12,             
2011  

● A  paper  on  Health  Infrastructure  and  urbanisation  in  the  seminar  organised  by  Bharat              
Mata   College,   Cochin   (UGC   funded)   on   November   25,   2010.   

● A  policy  study  on  Autorickshaw  sector  of  Chennai  for  City  Connect  Foundation,  co              
authored   for   Civitas,   November   2010.  

● Guided  A  national  study  to  review  on  Lyngdoh  committee  recommendations  on            
campus   politics   conducted   for   LYF   India,   July   2010  

● Research  coordinator  for  Vytilla  Mobility  Hub  –  a  feasibility  Study,  done  for  Kerala              
Government,   June   2009.  

● Regular   Column   ‘Random   Thoughts’   MindText   E   Journal   of    www.mindtext.org  
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● Research  Team  Lead  for  the  India  Development  Indicators  Project  covering  22  states             
in   India,   July   2008   to   March   2010  

● Technical  committee  member  to  the  publication  ‘Best  Practices  to  relieve  congestion            
on  mixed  –  traffic  urban  streets  in  Developing  countries’  by  Dr  Murthy  V  A  Bondada,                
IIT   Madras,   September   2008.  

● Research   Team   Lead   for   the   Livelihood   study   in   63   cities   of   India,   August   2008.  

● An   Appraisal   on   school   education   system   of   Kerala   and   Tamil   Nadu,   October   2007  

● Entry  level  barriers  to  start  a  school  in  Tamil  Nadu  –  an  appraisal  on  Tamil  Nadu                 
education   code,   June   2007  

● A  study  on  the  personality  of  Justice  V  R  Krishna  Iyer  for  the  documentary  Justice  V  R                  
Krishna   Iyer-   the   living   Legend,   March   2007.   (Research   Scholar)  

● Practical  Paradigm  of  opening  a  new  school  in  Kerala,  A  study  on  the  rules  and                
regulations  restricting  the  entry  of  new  schools  in  Kerala,  April  2007  (Co-authored             
with   Mr.   Madhu   S)  

● Community   management   of   fishery   resources   in   Pulicat   lake,   July   2006.  

● Kerala   Education   Bill   of   1957,   a   revisit,   May   2006  

● Conservation   of   natural   Springs   along   the   Western   Ghats   of   Kerala,   March   2006.  

● Thenmala   Ecotourism   Project   –   an   evaluation,   January   2006.  

● Olavanna  Drinking  water  project  –  an  example  for  community  management  of  natural             
resources.   October   2005.  

● A  study  on  Sethu-Samudram  Canal  Project  and  its  environmental  Impacts,  March            
2005  

● A  study  on  livelihood  issues  and  rehabilitation  of  beggars  of  Tambaram  Sanatorium             
railway   colony.   (research   coordinator)   May   2005  

● Livelihood  issues  in  the  post  Tsunami  Period,  a  series  of  studies  conducted  by  Centre               
for   Public   Policy   Research   for   Help   for   Helpless,   (research   coordinator),   May   2005  

● An  internship  paper  on  Traditional  Fishermen  Folk  in  Kerala  and  their  livelihood  issues              
April   2004.  

● An  internship  paper  on  Commodity  boards  -  The  feasibility  and  functioning  of  Coconut              
Development   Board   and   Spice   Board,   May   2004  

● Research  team  member  to  Life,  Liberty  and  Livelihood,  a  study  published  by  Centre              
for   Civil   Society,   December   2003  

● Co  –  author  of  Thevara  –  Culture  and  History,  a  research  study  on  Thevara,  a  suburb                 
of   city   of   Cochin,   January   2002  
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SEMINARS   and   WORKSHOPS   as   Panelist/   Resource   Person  
 
International   Events  

● Speaker   at   the   Asia   Liberty   Forum   at   Jakarta,   Indonesia   organised   by   Atlas   Network,  
Washington   USA   from   February   10-11,   2018  

● CPPR   Global   Policy   School   2017,   January   9-   14,   2017  

● Participant   at   the   International   Visitors   Leadership   Program   (IVLP)   on   ‘Think   Tanks’  
organised   by   the   state   department   of   USA   in   October   –   November   2014.  

● CPPR-ALA    Public   Policy   Research   Method   School   2016   from   April   30   to   May   14,   2016  

● CPPR-   ATLAS   Winter   School   2014   –   Public   Policy   Research   Methods;   January   10   to   25,  
2014  

● Discussant   cum    participant   in   New   Mobility   Agenda   discussions   organised   by   SMART  
of   Michigan   University,   March   6   to   8,   2013   Ann   Arbor,   USA  

● CPPR-   ACE   Winter   School   2013   –   Public   Policy   Research   Methods;   January   13   to   31,  
2013  

● CPPR   –   ACE   Summer   School   2012   –   Public   Policy   Research   Methods;   April   27   to   May  
24,   2012  

● Talk   on   mobility   hubs   at   Summit   on   Transforming   Transportation:   Economies   &  
Communities   organised   by   Transforming   Transportation   Research   Corridor  
Consortium.   April   7   to   9,   2011   Detroit,   USA  

● Talk   on   ‘Kerala   Model   of   Development’   for   Semester   at   Sea   students   from   University  
of   Virginia,   Kochi,   India.   March   16,   2010.  

● Seminar   on   ‘Globalization:   The   Future   of   South   Asia’,   organised   by   YLDA,  
Kathamandu,   Nepal,   November   4   to   9,   2009.  

● Talk   in   the   Workshop   on    Global   Recession:   Chances   and   Challenges   for   Liberalism    &  
Annual   General   Meeting,   Colombo,   Sri   Lanka.   March   25   –   27,   2009  

● Austrian   Economics’   organised   by   Foundation   for   Economics   Education   in   New   York  
from   July   3   to   July   8,   2008  

● Think   Tank   MBA   training   organised   by   Atlas   Economic   Research   Foundation   in  
Washington   DC   from   June   20   to   July   2,   2008  

● Liberal   Youth   South   Asia   Strategy   Meeting,   Kumarakom,   India,   February   7   to11,   2008.  

● Participated   in   the   workshop   ‘Equity   and   Justice   in   Globalised   world’   organised   by  
Friedrich   Numann   Stifftung   at   FNF   academy,   Cologone,   Germany   from   June   15   to   22,  
2007.  

● Attended   the   workshop   on   ‘How   to   run   a   successful   liberal   organisation   in   South   Asia’  
organised   by   Liberal   Youth   South   Asia   (LYSA)   in   Kathmandu,   Nepal.   March   2007  
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● International   seminar   on   Kerala   History   organised   by   Kerala   Council   for   Historical  
Research,   March   2006.  

● Paper   presented   at   International   Conference   on   fifty   years   of   Kerala’s   Development  
organised   by   University   of   Kerala,   February   2006   

● International   Conference   on   Liberalism   in   South   Asia   organised   by   Liberal   Youth  
South   Asia   at   Kathmandu,   Nepal   October   2005.   

● International   Conference   on   Human   Rights   and   Health   at   Madras   Christian   College,  
Chennai,   November   2004  

● Analysis   of   US   Presidential   Elections,   US   Consulate,   Chennai   November   2004  

 

National   Events  
● Speaker   at   INDIA-EU   DIALOGUE   SMART   CITIES:   SUSTAINABLE   URBANISATION  

Organised   by   Heidelberg   University,   Delegation   of   the   EU   to   India,   ORF,   BayIND   In  
Collaboration   with   SPA,   CNRS,   GIZ   and   Indo-German   Chamber   of   Commerce   from  
November   19,   20   at   Ranchi  

● Speaker   at   National Smart City Summit Ahmedabad   2018   –   A   National Summit on  
Urban   Infrastructure,   IT   &   Mobility   held   on   23rd-24th   February,   2018   in   Ahmedabad  

● Speaker   at   BW Business   World National Smart City Summit   2017   –   A   Conference  
of Smart,   Safe   &   Sustainable   Cities   held   on   15th   December   at   Hotel   Le   Meridien,   New  
Delhi  

● Speaker   at   INDIA-EU   DIALOGUE   SMART   CITIES:   SUSTAINABLE   URBANISATION  
Organised   by   Heidelberg   University,   Delegation   of   the   EU   to   India,   ORF,   BayIND   In  
Collaboration   with   SPA,   CNRS,   GIZ   and   Indo-German   Chamber   of   Commerce   from  
October   13   to   14,   2017   at   Bangalore  

● Speaker   at   BW Businessworld Smart City Conclave   –   A   National   Summit on   Urban  
Infrastructure,   IT   &   Transportation   on   13th   October    2017   in   Varanasi  

● Speaker   at   the   workshop   on   ‘Smart   City:   Sustainable   Urban   Development’   at   Vivanta  
by   Taj-Surya,   Coimbatore,   June   6-7   2017   organised   by   German   House   for   Research  
and   Innovation   (DWIH)   in   New   Delhi,   Heidelberg   Centre   South   Asia   (HCSA),   School  
of   Planning   and   Architecture,   Observer   Research   Foundation   and   the   Bavarian-Indian  
Centre  

● Researching   Reality   –   lecture   at   ThinkTank   MBA   organized   by   Asia   Centre   for  
Enterprise,   February   5,   2013,   New   Delhi  

● Talk   on   ‘Kerala’s   development   and   decentralization’   organized   for   AP   Sarpanchs.  
February   2,   2011  

● Talk   on   ‘Urban   Divide’   in   the   conference   International   Conference   on   Competitive  
Cities   –   City   Development:   Emerging   Business   Models,   organised   by   Confederation   of  
Indian   Industries   (CII),   New   Delhi,   India.   March   8,   2010.  
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● Presentation   on   ‘Infrastructure   Development   in   Pondicherry’   in   the   workshop  
organised   by   CII   Pondicherry   as   a   part   of   Pondicherry   Vision   2025.   February   2009.  

● Presentation   on   Informal   Sector   of   Chennai   and   reforms   needed   in   the   workshop   on  
Informal   sector   economy   organised   by   Cities   Development   Initiative   for   Asia   (CDIA)  
and   Corporation   of   Chennai,   February   2009.  

● Chief   coordinator   of   South   Asia   Youth   Summit   on   theme   ‘A   better   South   Asia   for  
unity,   peace   and   democracy’   hosted   by   Centre   for   Public   Policy   Research   held   at   Delhi  
on   November   24,   25   2008.  

● Indian   FNF   Alumni   Network   (IFAN)   Strategy   meeting   in   Mumbai,   April   5,   6,   2008.  

● Moderators   training   workshop   organised   by   Friedrich   Naumann   Stifftung,   Delhi,  
December   12   to   14,   2007.  

● Roundtable   on   Political   Strategies   for   Liberal   Reforms,   at   Ramoji   Film   City,   in  
Hyderabad,   Sept   5-7,   2007.  

● Talk   in   Research   Methodology   workshop   at   SS   Jain   College,   Chennai.   December   18,  
2006.  

● A   Talk   on   WTO   and   Globalisation   at   Hindustan   College   of   Management,   Chennai  
February   2006  

● Advanced   LSS   organised   by   Centre   for   Civil   Society,   New   Delhi   at   Mumbai,   December  
2004  

● National   Conference   on   Human   Rights   at   Madras   Christian   College,   Chennai,   October  
2003  

● LSS   organised   by   Centre   for   Civil   Society,   New   Delhi   in   Cochin   November   2003  

● Participant   in   Observers’   Research   Foundation   Chennai   chapter’s   weekly   interactions  
from   March   2004   to   June   2005.  

 

State   Events   (Kerala)  
● Talk   on   ‘The   significance   of   socio   economic   research   in   civil   engineering   projects’   at  

Federal   Institute   of   Technology   at   Angamaly,   April   5,   2013  

● Concepts,   Challenges   and   Vision   in   Urban   Infrastructure,   Seminar   organized   by  
Panampilly   College,   Chalakudy,   UGC   seminar   February   6,   2013  

● Kerala   Vision-   Malayala   Manorama   –   presentation   on   key   development   aspects   of  
Kerala   to   Chief   Minister   of   Kerala,   February   23,   2012  

● Talk   at   the   Public   Consultation   on   City   Development   organised   by   CDIA   in   association  
with   Cochin   Corporation.   April   12,   2010 .  
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● Talk   on   ‘ Governance   and   Transparency’ ,   a   workshop   organised   by   Kerala   Press   Union,  
Cochin,   April   26,   2009  

● Has   led   more   than   twenty   Right   to   Information   Act   Campaigns   in   Kerala.  

● Conducted   RTI   Act   training   to   Insurance   officers   at   Ernakulam   Insurance   Institute,  
January   19,   2007.  

● Conducted   Research   workshop   at   Assumption   College,   Changanassery,   Kerala   on  
September   12,   2006.  

 
 

 
 
 

D   Dhanuraj   
Chairman   |   Centre   for   Public   Policy   Research  
First   Floor,   “Anitha”  
SA   Road,   Elamkulam,   Kochi  
Kerala   -   682020,   India  
E:    dhanu@cppr.in    |     www.cppr.in    |   
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