
Profiles of the Panellists for the Discussion on ‘Going Places: Safety, Comfort and Convenience 

of Women in Public Transport’  

Monolita Chatterjee  

Monolita Chatterjee is a partner–architect in Design Combine, a reputed design firm in Kochi. She is the 

recipient of many awards including the ‘Excellence in Architecture’ award for commercial interiors from 

the IIA National Centre. She has worked on iconic buildings transformations like the Mattancherry Palace 

in Kochi, and is empanelled with the Archaeological Survey of India and the Kochi Corporation as 

consultant for heritage projects. She also founded Raising Our Voices Foundation, a gender rights based 

organisation and has been working on gender awareness and inclusion for the last five years, including 

running workshops for government missions for gender screening of designs. Her core research work 

include the exclusion of women from built environment, resulting in hostile and unsafe cities around us,. 

She is currently heading the Heritage Cell of the IIA Cochin Centre. 

 

Aswathy Dilip 

Aswathy Dilip, an architect–urban designer, is a Senior Programme Manager at the Institute of 
Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP). ITDP is a global non-profit organisation providing 
technical expertise to accelerate the growth of sustainable transport and urban development around the 
world. Aswathy leads ITDP’s work in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Pondicherry, where she supports cities to 
design state-of-the-art environments for walking and cycling; plan and implement high-quality, 
environmentally sustainable mass transit; and integrate smart urban design and transport by encouraging 
transit-oriented real estate development. 

 

Ajina Mohan 

Ajina Mohan manages media relations for the Kudumbashree District Mission, Ernakulam. She has 

worked for several leading Malayalam dailies as sub-editor and freelance reporter. She is a postgraduate in 

English Literature and holds a postgraduate diploma in journalism.  

 

Namrata Khona 

Namrata Khona is a recognised trainer and consultant in the field of behavioural and management studies 

with more than 14 years of experience. She has organised and led structured courses and workshops, and 

worked with delegates ranging from school leavers to company directors. Prior to starting her own 

training and consulting firm, Namrata worked in both private and government organisations. She has just 

co-authored a book on ‘Entrepreneur and Entrepreneurship’. She is also the past chair of the Kochi 

chapter of Young Indians (Yi), an affiliate of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 

Nimmi J Chakola  

Nimmi J Chakola is the proprietor of Chakolas Decorette and the past convenor of the ladies’ forum of 
the Kerala Chamber of Commerce & Industry (KCCI). She was unanimously elected as a director of 
KCCI and is the sole woman director in a predominantly male bastion. She has been actively involved in 
the empowerment of women and education for the underprivileged. She emphasises that she would 
rather be known as a ‘woman of substance’ than just a successful businessperson. 

 


