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The Curious Case of the Missing Feeder Systems
By Ken George -  on August 2, 2018

Though IPTs have ensured first and last-mile connectivity for long, it is only now
that they are being included in the government’s policies on urban transportation.
   

ith the rapidly changing service industries
inculcating innovation and flexibility, a crucial
segment that has been sidelined, almost rendered

invisible by policy makers has been the feeder services sector,
formally called Intermediate Para Transit (IPT). IPTs are
modes of transport that cater to the first and last mile
connectivity needs of the commuters which are complementary
to the public transport system, and at times substitute the public transport in its absence.

Thinking about it, in the 70 years of independence from British rule, India has undoubtedly
achieved much in the urban sector with the development of highways and flyovers, metro rails,
unirails, etc. But an autorickshaw today still looks almost the same as it did since its inception
in 1959. While the automobile sector has thrived in the post reform period with both Indian and
foreign players manufacturing cars suited for Indian conditions, why is it that there has not
been any innovation on autorickshaws or an alternative for it come up in all these years?
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The estimated number of autorickshaws plying in Mumbai Metropolitan Region is around 3
lakhs (�7�K�H���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���(�[�S�U�H�V�V�����6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�������������������� as of 2015 and about 3.14 lakh autorickshaws
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